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COVID Testing In Schools: What You Should Know

(NAPS)—Enabling K-12 schools to
reopen for in-person learning is a high pri-
ority for parents, communities and govern-
ments. In fact, President Bidens National
Strategy for the COVID-19 Response and
Pandemic Preparedness was launched to
fund COVID testing for teachers, staff and
students in an effort to create a safer return-
to-school environment.

Getting kids back to in-person learn-
ing will mean giving working parents a
break, letting parents return to full-time
work, reducing the expense of tutors or
childcare and providing a near-normal
learning experience.

Nevertheless, concerns linger over
COVID in the classroom and the pos-
sibility of children bringing the virus
home. School districts have looked at
options for student testing but at the top
of many lists is pooled testing. Here are
some common questions and answers
about that:

What is pooled COVID testing?

Pooled COVID-19 testing combines
swabs from consenting individuals in
a classroom and runs them as a single
test. This can significantly increase test-
ing capacity and lower costs. School per-
sonnel are trained to operate and monitor
on-site sample collection, usually done
weekly. In the event of a positive pool, the
entire pool is quarantined and individu-
ally retested. But students who test neg-
ative can return to school immediately.

Does my child need to participate?

Participation is optional but accord-
ing to district supervisors, most parents
participate because regular, proactive
testing can offer peace of mind. Know-
ing your child is in a COVID-free pool
can make sending them to in-person

Pooled COVID-19 testing in K-12
schools can reduce the time it
takes to uncover positive cases in
the classroom.

learning less stressful. Proactive pooled
testing alerts parents if a pool tests pos-
itive—which can be faster than find-
ing out only after a child starts showing
symptoms. It also means that parents
know if a child tests positive, even if
they are asymptomatic.
Can I trust the results?

Yes, in many states, pooled testing is
already being administered by trained
school personnel. Swabs are tested by
Helix, a CLIA-certified lab, identified
as having one of the most sensitive PCR
tests on the market in an independent
study conducted by the FDA.

Does testing my kids at school cost
me anything?

No, having your kids tested for
COVID at school on an ongoing basis
doesn’t cost families anything. It pro-
vides a convenient way to protect all
family members and creates a safer
in-person learning environment.

How can I'learn more?

For further information, contact your
school and ask about pooled COVID-19
testing and visit www:helix.com.



