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LOUISIANA’S BAYOU TECHE BYWAY

LOUISIANA IS FULL OF STORIES. YOURS BEGINS HERE, DOWN ONE OF 
LOUISIANA’S SCENIC TRAILS AND BYWAYS. THE NATIVE CHITIMACHA 

CALLED THIS TWISTING AND TURNING BAYOU “TECHE”—THEIR WORD FOR SNAKE. IT’S 
THE LIFELINE OF THE ONE HUNDRED AND EIGHTY-THREE MILE BAYOU TECHE BYWAY IN 
SOUTH CENTRAL LOUISIANA. A BYWAY THAT TRAVERSES SWAMPS, BAYOUS AND TIME, 
REVEALING HIDDEN TREASURES AND REFLECTIONS OF THE PAST. LEGEND HAS IT THE 
HEAD OF THE GREAT TECHE LIES IN MORGAN CITY, WHERE ACCESS TO THE WATERS OF 
THE GULF MEAN FRESH SHRIMP AND A SAFE HAVEN FOR THE OIL INDUSTRY. ON THE 
NORTH END OF THE BYWAY YOU’LL FIND THE CULTURALLY RICH TOWN OF ARNAUDVILLE, 
WHERE A CENTURIES-OLD LEGACY IS STILL SPOKEN. WELCOME TO OUR SMALL TOWN 
WHERE WE SPEAK THE FRENCH LANGUAGE OF LOUISIANA. WE SPEAK AT LEAST EIGHTEEN 
DIALECTS. COME SHARE THAT WITH US. IN ANY SMALL TOWN ALONG BAYOU TECHE, 
EXPERIENCE THE JOIE DE VIVRE—THAT JOY OF LIFE—LOCALS TAKE FOR GRANTED. 
WHERE MUSIC ENJOYED WITH FRIENDS AND GOOD FOOD IS SIMPLY JUST EXPECTED. 
SOME EVEN SAY WORLD-CLASS. LIKE ELSEBETH FROM DENMARK. SHE’S BEEN VISITING 
EVERY YEAR SINCE THE 1980S. IT’S SO RICH IN MUSIC, IT’S SO MUCH MUSIC. IT’S NOT... 
CAJUN MUSIC IS ALIVE HERE. LUSH GARDENS OFFER A BEAUTIFUL BACKDROP FOR 
CHILLING STORIES OF HAUNTED HOUSES AND DISAPPEARING LAKES. TASTE A SMALL-
TOWN BAKING TRADITION THAT DATES TO 1884. ARTIFACTS OF THE PAST ARE IN ORDER 
IN CAPTIVATING MUSEUMS. FEEL THE HEAT OR LEARN ABOUT A TIME-HONORED PROCESS 
THAT STILL DEFIES MODERN TECHNOLOGY. THE TECHE WEAVES STORIES OF GRAND 
ARCHITECTURE, OF EPIC LOVE LOST AND HARDSHIP. BUT WHO WOULD KNOW THAT 
TODAY? THEY CALL THAT GRATONS. COME EXPLORE LOUISIANA’S BAYOU TECHE BYWAY. 
FEED YOUR SOUL, BABY.


